
Woods of Westlake Neighborhood Association 
Special “Call to Action” Meeting 
June 19, 2013 (6:30 – 7:30 pm) 

Westbank Library Upstairs Meeting Room 
 

 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 
Attendance: Thirty individuals representing 23 households. (84 homes are in the 
development so 36% of the households were represented at the meeting.) 
  

1. Introduction:  
• Liz Walker began the meeting at 6:38 pm. She welcomed attendees and 

stated the main purpose of the meeting was to work toward re-establishing 
a board of directors. A secondary purpose was to itemize neighborhood 
concerns. 

• Courtney Powers discussed the recent short-term rental issue and the 
need to create awareness of the Covenants & Restrictions and the Woods 
of Westlake Neighborhood Association. (Courtney and other new 
residents were not informed of these when they purchased their homes.) 

 
2. Election process: Liz Walker reviewed the Bylaws regarding the composition of 

the Board and the election process. Members of the neighborhood association 
elect seven board members, and these board members decide among 
themselves who will hold the positions of chairperson, treasurer, and secretary. 
Liz then outlined the election process. 

• Nominations are open for a specified period of time 
• Nominees must agree to run 
• Voting can be done by paper, email or an online voting site and will be 

open for a designated amount of time 
• Payment of membership dues is required before voting in the election 

 
3. Motion: Suspend the requirement to pay membership dues in order to vote in 

this election. Motion seconded. 
   

4. Vote: Motion was unanimously approved by all present at the meeting. 
 

5. Question: If you vote and have never paid any dues, does that mean you are 
bound by the Bylaws or the Covenants & Restrictions (C&Rs)? Answer: The 
C&Rs are attached to the land and you are already bound to them. The Bylaws 
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merely state how to run the Neighborhood Association. Our Neighborhood 
Association is voluntary and different from a mandatory homeowners association. 
 

6. Treasurer’s Report: Robert Donathan reported: 
• Bank account has $731  
• No dues have been paid since 2009 
• Current expenses: $30 every two weeks to have the grass mowed at the 

entrance during the growing season 
 

7. Discussion 
• Courtney explained his view of the association is not as a heavy-handed HOA 

type of organization, but as a group that can benefit by working together for 
common interests. 

• Example: All the No Parking signs up and down Barclay and Camp Craft are 
the result of residents working with the city of Austin on the issue. 

• The purpose and objectives of the Association are clearly stated in the 
Bylaws: 

o The purpose of the Association is to seek to improve the quality of life in the 
neighborhood in matters such as land use, environmental protection, public services, 
consumer protection, maintenance of the common areas (area around the Woods of 
Westlake sign) and other matters of neighborhood concern. 

o The objectives of the Association are to: 1. provide a collective forum for residents of 
the Woods of Westlake subdivision to protect property values; 2. enhance subdivision 
residents' influence on governmental and other in matters of mutual interest e.g. 
zoning and land use, roadway development, taxation, law enforcement, fire 
protection, and other essential services; and 3. address other matters of common 
interest to Woods of Westlake residents. 
 

8. Timeline for nomination and election 
A discussion occurred and a consensus was reached: 

• Nominations for the Board will be open for one week: June 18 - 25 
• Voting will be open for two weeks: June 27 – July 10 

 
9. Board nominations 

Robert Donovan 
Gary Knippa 
Brian Parker 
Liz Walker 
Courtney Powers 
John Cutteback  
Mark Jauregui 
Jo Anne Grimshaw 
Julie Durba 
Sue Morton 
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Matt Cano 
Duke Hildreth 
 

10.  Block Captains 
Block captains are not an elected position. Malcolm Mills, a former police officer, 
was nominated for the board, but he declined to run and said he is interested in 
being a block captain. 
 

11. Discussion of issues to address 
• Security  

o Stealing from cars 
o Consideration of Neighborhood Watch program 
o Unpredictability of Police response time 

• Safety  
o Blind spots around corners due to Greenbelt parking (possibly create 

more tow-away zones) 
o Dogs off leash near Greenbelt entrance 
o Installation of speed bumps 

• Environment 
o Dumping between back fences and 360 
o Maintenance/improvement of the entrance  
o TxDOT use of entrance as staging area for road maintenance 
o Fight against short-term rentals  
o Move Greenbelt entrance out of the neighborhood 

 
12.  Election committee 

The following people volunteered to finalize the nomination process and run the 
election: Theresa and Ed Acuna and Brad Compere. Tom Grimshaw, who has 
been updating the directory, will assist with emails. 
 

13. Prioritization of neighborhood issues 
The ballot will also include a list of neighborhood issues. Each household will 
select what they consider to be the top five issues. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm by Liz Walker 
 
 
 
 
Meeting Minutes prepared by Jo Anne Grimshaw on June 20, 2013, and reviewed by Liz Walker, 
Courtney Powers, and Tom Grimshaw. 


